
Nandina domestica 'Murasaki',  Flirt Nandina  
is a great low main-
tainence groundcover, 
low hedge, or feature 
plant. It is also very 
drought, cold and hu-
midity tolerant. It has 
deep-red young foliage 
that transitions to bur-
gundy and finally age to 
green, and reaches 1-
2’high. At times, all 

three colors are present on the same plant. A mass 
planting of this dwarf nandina makes a wonderful, 
fine-textured ground cover. Great for beginners, 
lazy gardeners and everyone else, it is a very for-
giving plant. It requires no pruning, and unlike the 
large nandinas, it is not invasive. (Above) 
 
Rosa, ‘Martha's Vine-
yard’ is a 3-4’  shrub rose 
released in 1995. Its rich, 
pink flowers are small,1-
2”. Flowers are borne in 
tight 6 to 8 inch clusters 
throughout the summer 
and fall. Martha’s Vineyard 
is drought tolerant and highly disease resistant. 
Attracts butterflies. (Right) 

 
Nepeta racemosa, Persian 
Catmint, Mussin's Catmint 
is a hardy herbaceous peren-
nial plant with purple flowers 
in early spring through fall. It 
grows well in semi-shade 
and direct sun, and can be 
used as a ground cover. At-
tracts butterflies. 
 

It is the purpose of the demonstration garden 
to create an environment that informs our 
community and illustrates environmentally 
sound methods of gardening in an atmos-
phere of collaboration and enrichment.  
 
The garden is an ongoing project demonstrat-
ing the performance of a wide variety of 
plants, efficient irrigation and reduced chemi-
cal usage. Plants included are natives, trialed, 
and not commonly grown in this area.  
 

Please visit the gardens again soon.  
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Loropetalum chinense 'Purple Diamond' 
This lovely evergreen dwarf loropetalum grows 

to 4-5 feet tall and wide.  
The deep purple foliage 
is present all year, and 
has pink showy flowers 
in spring and summer.  
It is in the Southern Liv-
ing Plant collection.
(Left) 

 
Rosa 'Meigalpio',  Drift Red Rose  ¾” scarlet 
red blooms are very 
abundant and continu-
ous.  The bush is low 
and creeping, less than 
1½’high, thus a good 
groundcover. Disease 
resistance is very good, 
much like knockout ros-
es. Attracts butterflies. 
(Right) 
  
Ilex vomitoria 'Nana' , Dwarf Yaupon Holly is 

a 3-5’ evergreen 

shrub that forms a 

dense round 

mound,  and is 

drought tolerant.  It 

is attractive to 

bees, butterflies 

and/or birds.  

(Left) 
 

 

Caesalpinia pulcherima ‘Barbados Pride’ 
Peacock Flower) – 4-8’ tall perennial shrub with 
red-orange blooms. Flowers summer through 
late fall. Parts of this plant are poisonous if in-
gested! 

Spread a thick layer of mulch between your plants 
to provide an area for foraging birds and other ani-
mals.  
 
Provide food.  You may provide basic food re-
quirements by landscaping with plants that produce 
berries, nuts and seeds; by supplementing with 
feeders; or, by using a combination of both. 

DIY:  Wildlife Gardening 
The following are some plant recommendations for 

a wildlife garden at your own home: 

Food Sources (Berries): 

Bayberry Blueberry Elderberry 
Holly  Juniper  Mulberry  
Raspberry Serviceberry Viburnum 

 

Food Sources (Nectar and Seeds): 
Butterfly Bush Marigolds Milkweed  
Aster  Salvia  Zinnias 
Trumpet Vine Cuphea  Verbena 
Turk’s Cap Lantana Sunflower 
Fireman’s Cap (aka Cry-baby tree) 
Purple Coneflower 

 

Shelter: 
Holly    Azalea 
Barberry  Roses 
Vines   Ornamental Grasses 
 
Senna bicapsularis, Winter Cassia, Cassia 
splendida A 10-12 foot tall bush that may be 
pruned into tree 
form.  Yellow orchid-
like flowers that 
begin blooming in 
November when oth-
er trees and bushes 
are dormant. Attracts 
butterflies, birds, and 
bees. (Right) 
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What Makes Up a Wildlife Bed? 

 

Several elements are necessary to have a suc-

cessful wildlife garden:  food, cover and water.   
 
Use native plants.  The most important thing you 
can do to attract wildlife to your gardens is to use 
native plants.  Native plants are adapted to our 
area and are easier to grow and maintain—they 
require less fertilizer, less pest control, and less 
watering to keep them healthy.  What you may 
consider a pest, your backyard visitors may con-
sider a meal, so try not to spray insecticides and 
use organic pest control when possible.  

 

Hummingbirds and butterflies are attracted by 

color. Hummingbirds prefer bright red and orange 
flowers, while butter-
flies seem to prefer 
yellow, purple, blue, 
pink, and occasion-
ally red flowers. 
Plants such as gold-
enrods, sunflowers 
and thistles are good 
nectar sources for 
butterflies, and later 

form seedheads that attract goldfinches and other 

songbirds. 

Provide water.  This can be as simple as a small 
dish or you can buy or build a birdbath or small 
pond. The important thing is that the water is kept 
clean. Also, consider placing several water 
sources throughout the garden. Place some in 
areas with more shelter so timid animals don't feel 
exposed to predators. 
 
Provide cover.  Cover is important for wildlife to 
be comfortable in your yard.  Plant shrubs and 
grasses in groups of three to provide cover.  
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